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FOOD IS ESSENTIAL FOR LIFE!
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What are dietary complementary feeds or PARNUTS and why are they different from common
complementary feeds for small animals?

The nutritional needs of dogs and cats are very different from those of humans, and any errors in nutrition can have serious
consequences on their health.

First of all, what does "feed"(food for animals) mean?

A feed (or 'animal feed') is any substance or product, including additives, processed, partially processed or unprocessed, 
intended for the oral nutrition of animals.

Among these, for example, kibble (croquettes) - a complete industrial food.

What does complementary feed mean?

These are compound feeds with a high content of some
substances but which, due to their composition, are sufficient
for a daily ration of the animal only if combined with
other feeds (or foods for small animals).



27. 12. 2022

What is the difference between a complete industrial feed and a complementary feed?

We take as a reference the legislation (European Community Regulation No. 767/2009).

A feed is composed when it contains at least two raw materials, whether or not containing additives, intended for animal
feed by mouth. Compound feeds can come in the form of

• Complete feed: when the composition is such as to make it sufficient for the animal's daily ration.

• Complementary feed: given its composition, it has a high content of some substances, but is sufficient for the daily ration
only if combined with other feeds.

Complementary feeds can come in different forms such as:
- snacks
- wet industrial foods (among those, for example food for dogs and cats in a can)
- complementary feed (also known as pet supplements, however we specify that
the correct wording is complementary feed)
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What does diet food mean?

Many people think that a diet food is formulated for the control of the weight of the animal because of the word diet. But 
that's not the case at all. Let's see.

Dietary feeds, also known as Particular Nutritional purposes - PARNUTS, are, 
by regulatory definition, feeds capable of satisfying a particular nutritional
purpose by virtue of their:

- particular composition

- special manufacturing method.

Feed may be marketed as "dietetic" only if its particular nutritional
purpose is included in a specific list of intended uses. This list is
periodically updated by the European Commission and is reported
in part B of the annex to Reg. (EU) 2020/354). Here are reported
the specific formulation requirements that a given dietary
feed must have in order to satisfy a particular nutritional purpose
claimed on the label.
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In addition to the formulation requirements, the legislation also provides for specific instructions, to be reported on the label,
in order to correctly guide the consumer in the purchase and use of such feeds, eg. a recommended period of use is reported
in order to obtain the required "effect" and for specific cases, an invitation to consult the figure of the veterinarian.

It is therefore evident that these are clearly different feeds from the common ones, even if like these, they can be
"complete", if the feed is also sufficient for the daily ration of the animal (in this case we are talking about COMPLETE
DIETETIC FEED) or "complementary", if the feed contains a high content of some substances, but which, due to its
composition, is sufficient for a daily ration, only if used in combination with other feeds (in this case we are talking
about DIETARY COMPLEMENTARY FEED)

Food for animals intended for particular nutritional
purposes, known by the acronym PARNUTS (Feed for
Particular Nutritional Purposes) are regulated by
Regulation (EU) 2020/354 which repeals Directive
2008/38 / EC.
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Dietary complementary feeds are
different from complementary feeds (pet
supplements) - as they can satisfy
a particular and specific nutritional
purpose, whose functions (for example
the joint metabolism) are momentarily
altered; taking this type of feed, animals
benefit because they meet the needs of
their health.
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What are the characteristics of
a dietary complementary feed?

Dietary complementary feeds play
a central role in the care of dogs and
cats, because they respond to the
needs of their state of health. They are
foods intended for particular
nutritional purposes, necessary for
animals that need a tailor-made
diet because they suffer from
metabolic problems.
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It is important to underline that in complementary feeds intended for particular nutritional purposes by regulation, the
following has been authorized:

- a precise claim, which identifies the specific action that that product will carry out,
- a period of use,
- a qualitative and quantitative composition profile able to satisfy a specific nutritional purpose e
- it is always pointed out that in its use it is recommended the intervention of the veterinarian before use or in case of
termination of the period of use.

AN EXAMPLE OF DOGOTEKA DIETARY COMPLEMENTARY FEED

Based on the European regulation 2020/354 according to which a list of specific
characteristics is established that a complementary feed must possess to fall into this
category (intended for particular nutritional purposes) we have created one of
our dietary complementary feed:

DogoMaxy which by virtue of its belonging to the category just described "parnut"
can boast the following claims on the label: complementary dietary feed to support
joint metabolism in case of osteoarthritis, for large dogs.
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It is very important to understand that this message can be conveyed to the consumer thanks to the characteristics that are
guaranteed within the product, both in terms of composition and additives and labeling standards (warnings, instructions for
use ...) compliant with the legislation. To acieve this we had to enrich for example the product with fish oil (omega3,6 and
fatty acids) at the same time writing on the label the things that increase the safety and guarantee the efficacy of the
product (e.g. it is recommended to ask for the consultation of a veterinarian before use) These aspects differentiate our
product from many competitors.

Another example of a Dogoteka product classified in the ParNuts category

LactoAdapt - Dietary complementary feed for dogs and cats (PARNUT) indicated for

the reduction of acute intestinal absorption disorders, during acute diarrhea and subsequent
convalescence periods.

It must be emphasized that in products recognized as "intestinal flora stabilizers", only the
"microorganisms" that are authorized for a specific animal species are included - by virtue
of the safety and efficacy of the product.
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PARNUT products (pet feed for PARTICULAR NUTRITIONAL purposes) are feeds specifically formulated, designed to help small
animals with metabolic problems.

SEVERAL studies have shown that with proper nutrition, dogs
and cats can live longer and healthier. Also in some cases
the symptoms can be significantly alleviated.

Dietary feeds can be of help in such cases
- cardiac disorders
- gastrointestinal
- weight problems
- kidney failure
- liver disease
- food intolerance.

Robin Balas, President of the FEDIAF PARNUTs Task Force, said: “A considerable number of dogs and cats suffering from acute and chronic metabolic problems have a vital need for
tailored nutrition. Adopting this modern, science-based regulatory framework is a guarantee that pets with special nutritional needs will continue to have access to the right nutrition. "
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